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Kissi language 


Kissi (or Kisi) is a Mel language of West Africa, There are two 
dialects, northern and southern, and both are tonal languagess. The 
northern dialect is spoken in Guinea and in Sierra Leone. In its 
northern form, it often uses loanwords from the Malinke and the 
Mende language. The southern dialect is spoken in Liberia and 
Sierra Leone. The two dialects are notably different, but are closely 
related. 

In Guinea, the main places Kissi is spoken are the cities of 
Kissidougou and Gueckedou and their prefectures. 
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Phonology 


Kissi 

Native to 

Guinea, Liberia, 
Sierra Leone 

Native speakers 

(530,000 cited 
1991-1995)! 1 ] 

Language 

family 

Niger-Congo 

■ Atlantic- 
Congo 

- Mel 

■ Bullom- 
Kissi 

■ Kissi 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

Either: 

kss - Southern 

Kissi 

kqs - Northern 

Kissi 

Glottolog 

kissl245 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/kissl2 
45) i 2 l 

Linguasphere 

94-BAB-a (Kisi, 

incl. 94-BAB-aa 

Kisi-N. & 94- 

BAB-ab Kisi-S.) 


Vowels 



Front 

Back 

Close 

i 

u 

Close-mid 

e 

0 

Open-mid 

£ 

0 

Open 

a 



Consonants 


































Kissidougou dialects preserve a distinction between /r/ and III phonemes that have been merged as 
allophones in dialects south of Gueckedou. For instance, "la hup" means exactly the same as "ra hup". Also, 
"Thank you" is realized as "barika" around Kissidougou and "balika" south of Gueckedou. 

The voiced labial-velar stop /gb/ occurs only in onomatopoeic phrases, and medial gb can be regarded as an 
allophone of its voiceless counterpart.® 

■ gbaala 'outdoor kitchen' 

■ Gbarjgbarj (a river in Kissidougou) 

■ gbarjgbo 'stool' 

■ maagbana 'city taxi' 

Tone 

Kissi has four tones: two register and two contour, the contour tones being derived from level tones. The two 
register tones are level and high, and the two contour tones are a rising mid tone and the a falling high tone. 
Unusually for a Niger-Congo language, Kissi has an extra-high tone, but occurs only sparingly, functioning 
in only a few grammatical contexts.'® 

Grammar (northern Kissi) 


Pronouns 


Kissi pronoun 

Pronunciation 

English pronoun 

Kissi example 

English translation 

y 

l\l 

1 

y tyo kolap lop. 

I'm going there. 

a 

lal 

You 

a tyo kolap lop. 

You're going there. 

0 

lol 

He/She 

o tyo kolap lop. 

He's going there. 

n 

Ini 

We 

n tyo kolap lop. 

We're going there. 

la 

/la/ 

You (plural) 

la tyo kolap lop. 

You're going there. 

aa 

/a:/ 

They 

aa tyo kolap lop. 

They're going there. 


As you can already see from these examples, verbs aren't conjugated like English verbs, but they are 
inflected by tone. 






Kissi pronoun 

Pronunciation 

English pronoun 

Kissi example 

English translation 

ya 

/ja/ 

Me 

o tyo ya b. 

yaggu ya ho. / k'ya ho. 

He's going to beat me. 

Give me that. 

mm 

/nam/ 

You 

y tyo nam la. 

I'm going to beat you. 

ndu 

/ndu/ 

Him/Her 

y tyo ndu la. 
o tyo ndu pile la. 

I'm going to beat him / her. 
He's going to beat himself. 

na 

/na/ 

Us 

o tyo na la. 

He's going to beat us. 

nia 

/nia/ 

You (plural) 

o tyo nia la. 

He's going to beat you. 

ndaa 

/nda:/ 

Them 

o tyo ndaa la. 

He's going to beat them. 


Articles 

Definite and indefinite articles do not exist in Kissi, so "mii£i" means "the knife" as well as "a knife". If an 
object has to be defined (because there are more than one, for example), "this" is used: 

example: mu£i cog - this knife 

If that is not exact enough, an object is described using adjectives. 

yDrjgu ya mu£i. / k'ya mu£i. - Give me a/the knife. 

yDggu ya mu£i b£nd£i. / k'ya mu£i b£nd£i. - Give me the big knife. 

Example text, a short story: Sof£lD nda sulukuo 


Sof£lD dimi ni, a, I yema mi kDEnnug yondo nig, mi simi ty£iyo log. Mo kDa o tyeo kDli. Mo f£ya nyD 
log. 

O kog mi sulukuo dimi, a, I yema mi kD bag ty£iyo tye. Mo hun, o koloma n£ sof£lD f£ya a. Mo dimi, a, 
Fonda ho nag. A w£l£, Hala mara ya fDfD mi koloma fonda k£ndD. O kog mo linda puruo, mo kDa. 

Mi sof£lD hun. Mo dimi, a, Hala tyo ya mara tau. O kog mi ndu tarn gbilikio. Mo kDa. 

Mi sulukuo hun, mo koloma gbilikio, mo mel Hara baraka. Mo simi ty£iyo, mo kDa. 

Mi sof£lD hun, mo koloma ty£iyo isisi, mi ndu mel Hala baraka. Ma tosa haa mi ty£iyo tyu. 

O kog mi sulukuo hun ityDllo nda w£in ndD. Ma hini. O kog kDli, mi sof£lD hun w£l£ nda w£in ndD, ma 
hini. Mi nda gbou a daunug kDndDfili tau. 

Mi sulukuo dimul sof£lD, a, N kD dosoleg. Mi sof£lD dimi, a, Ya i nDra wisio diyD re, fD le tyua. Mi 
sulukuo dimi, a, Ya i nDra tyua re, kDnD i nDra diyD. O kog ma b£nda, ma kDa. Tuma nda tye wisio o, mi 
sulukuo di ndu, kDnD o nDra ndu tyua re. Mi sof£lD kD tyua ndu, ma hun ty£i nig. 

Idio mi sulukuo dimul w£in ndD, a, Fura, n kD, katu laggbDnD hD nDra worD tau, log o tyua na. Ma fura, 
ma kDannug. 


O kog kDli w£l£, mi sof£lD dimul w£in ndD, a, N kDnnug, katu laggbDnD ho nD yomuag tau, log o di na. 
Ma fura, ma kDannug. 





O koq mi ty£iyo lo fondo. Wana-wana sora tDnD leniq te. 
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